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PREVIOUS BIRD RECORDS FOR THE HARNHAM SLOPE
  

The only records appear to be those collected by the author of this report upon the request of The Friends of the Harnham Slope to record breeding birds in 2001. 

A full breeding bird survey that year was hampered by foot and mouth disease restrictions affecting access to the area via its footpath network.

However, some data were recorded during June and July of that year following the relaxation of these restrictions. A significant amount of breeding activity would have been completed by June thus rendering a meaningful collecting of breeding data to be impossible. However, references in this report are made to all data of species that were collected in 2001, but any comparisons with the following 2010/11 report must be treated with caution due to the very limited time span during which the 2001 data were gathered.

THE OBJECT OF THE 2010 - 2011 SURVEY 

The purpose of this survey is to provide The Friends of the Harnham Slope with more detailed information concerning the variety of bird species and their populations over a twelve month period that occupy the Harnham Slope, or were recorded visiting or in flight over the Harnham Slope.

Special attention was paid to the breeding, or potentially breeding, species and their numbers so as to give some indication how the management of the Harnham Slope may be planned to improve bird breeding potential.

THE NEST BOXES

Already, there exist 29 nest boxes mainly of hole-entrance design and including at least 2 owl nest boxes. However, all the boxes have nailed-down lids so access to check the occupancy is impossible, and Grey Squirrels have gnawed away at many of the holes thus rendering such boxes unattractive for occupancy.

This survey, therefore, could not accurately determine which boxes were, or were not, occupied. However, a few definitely were occupied and are noted in the report.

The general site placement of the boxes appears to be generally satisfactory, but refurbishment of existing boxes plus the fitting of hinged lids and attachment of metal hole surrounds are obvious and essential requirements for the effective monitoring of the boxes, and for the improved survival chances of the birds using them.

METHODOLOGY OF THE SURVEY   

In very general terms, the yearly cycle of bird life may be split into three roughly four-monthly periods:

March to June – departure of over-wintering visitors, and the arrival of summer only breeding visitors mingling with breeding year-round resident species; 

July to October – post breeding migration away of summer only breeding visitors and local dispersal of resident breeders, and the arrival of over-wintering visitors; 

November to February – over-wintering visitors mingle with year-round resident species.

Therefore, commencement of a twelve month bird survey is best started at the beginning of one of these three periods. This survey was commenced in March 2010 and completed in February 2011.

For each month of the survey period, two surveys were carried out at approximately two-weekly intervals. The exceptions to this plan were the months of December, January and February when only one survey per month was carried out. However, it is unlikely that the failure to maintain the originally planned twice-monthly year-long schedule at this particular period of the survey has unduly affected the significance of the data gathered.

When possible, visits were made during the earlier part of the morning when birds tend to be more active, are feeding, and are more vocal and thus easier to locate, record and count. Each visit lasted for between two and three hours.

In addition, calm, dry weather conditions were chosen, as far as was possible, for easier gathering of data.

On a large scale map of the survey area with a new map being used for each visit, each bird sighting and/or call or song was noted. The information marked on the maps denotes the bird species and its activity in accordance with the British Trust for Ornithology’s one and two-letter bird name codes and activity chart in common usage for national survey work. Such a chart for reference purposes together with a summary sheet of notes prepared immediately following each survey visit along with its corresponding map have been lodged with the Friends of the Harnham Slope. 

The report that follows is an overall record of bird species recorded at, or in flight over, the Harnham Slope during the twelve month period of the survey and is: 

1.
 an assessment of their numbers; 

2.
 an assessment of the number of pairs of each breeding species; 

3.
 an assessment of the number of other possible breeding species by evidence of 
 
 their holding territory, but of no confirmed breeding.

No attempt was made to search for bird nests which would cause unnecessary disturbance to them.

SOME RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE ENHANCEMENT OF THE HARNHAM SLOPE HABITAT FOR ORNITHOLOGICAL BENEFIT

Much work that has already been carried out and is further intended at the Harnham Slope will have a beneficial impact for the bird life of the area. However, the benefits of good work can be set back by the lack of ongoing maintenance, and sometimes through the lack of numbers of available people to actually do the work on the ground. This means that intended work schedules can all too easily slip.

In general terms therefore, the following recommendations suggesting improvements to the habitat at the Harnham Slope as it currently exists may, or may not, be realistically achievable.

1.
Nest Boxes    

There are presently 29 nest boxes at the Harnham Slope. There does not appear to be a major problem with the location of any of the boxes (except possibly the owl boxes), and   possibly also for access for monitoring the contents and repairs to the boxes.

Access to enable inspection of the contents of the boxes is impossible because the lids are firmly nailed down. Each box needs this issue to be addressed so as to provide a hinged lid with a hook-and-eye type fastening to allow monitoring of the occupancy of the boxes, and to allow cleaning out of the boxes at the end of each breeding season.

Many of the entrance holes have been gnawed and enlarged by Grey Squirrels thus rendering such boxes to be unlikely to be selected for breeding, and where they are selected, they then become very vulnerable to predation. Fixing metal hole-plates are a cheap and easy way to minimise this problem.

In addition, there is ample scope for increasing the number of hole-entrance nest boxes at the Harnham Slope.

2.
Tree/scrub clearance   

Much of the tree growth at the Harnham Slope is of Sycamore and Ash, and dense Blackthorn bushes exist at the western end towards the chalk pit. There has been commendable thinning of Sycamore and Ash trees concentrating on the thin and wispy saplings that quickly reach upwards in search of light. This could become an almost endless task if the whole area is considered, but should not be neglected to be nibbled away at when the opportunity is available.

Realistically, an achievable and more productive objective may be to continue to completely clear some selected areas to create open areas where plants will begin to flourish thus providing nectar and larvae food for insects which, in turn, will benefit bird life.

However, such open areas once created need ongoing attention to prevent them reverting to Sycamore and/or Ash woodland once again.

3.
Ivy clad trees      

Ivy may, in time, so overcome a tree that it may fall down. Ivy is also a very good provider of insect, spider and berry food for birds as well as being a good support for birds’ nests, especially of the thrush family, and as a sheltered bird roosting locality.

There are a lot of ivy clad trees at the Harnham Slope, so some judicious but not total removal of ivy from some trees that it would not be in the wider interests of the Harnham Slope to lose, would be of benefit. Such selection of trees where this action of Ivy removal would be beneficial would need to be exercised with significant care.

Apart from individual trees demanding special attention in this regard, it might be assumed that roughly 40% of affected trees where Ivy is removed would not be likely to be detrimental as a lost food source, roosting facility or nesting locality. Ideally, over a long period of time, Ivy could be removed on a rotational basis thus ensuring that trees that are especially desirable to retain are not lost, yet a satisfactory balance is kept for bird feeding, roosting and nesting purposes.

THE REPORT OF BIRD RECORDS FOR THE HARNHAM SLOPE FROM 

MARCH 2010 – FEBRUARY 2011

This report lists all the bird species recorded at, or in flight over, the Harnham Slope during the survey period, and gives a general status of each species.

The entries for each species in the following report do not represent every record of every species but are selected so as to give as full a report of each species as is sensible. The definitive results of the survey are to be found on the completed data maps that are deposited with the Friends of the Harnham Slope. A total of 40 species was recorded during the survey year, and a summary list of breeding, possible or potential breeders and non breeding species is given at the end of the report.

MA
Mallard - Anas platyrhynchos

This species is a common resident and seen on the Harnham Water Meadows below the Harnham Slope. Therefore, it would not be unusual to see Mallards in flight over the Harnham Slope at times.

12th April - 2 were seen in flight over the Harnham Slope heading in the direction of the water meadows towards Salisbury Cathedral.

No breeding, nor would it be expected, at the Harnham Slope.

PH
Pheasant - Phasianus colchicus

Pheasants are common residents frequently seen foraging on the arable fields of the downs to the south of the Harnham Slope, so these birds might be quite expected to be seen along that edge of the Harnham Slope.

4th October - 2 males were seen feeding together at the western end of the top footpath.

No breeding at the Harnham Slope.

CA
Cormorant - Phalacrocorax carbo 

Cormorants are resident and commonly seen fishing along many river valleys or at fish farms of which there are several in the Salisbury area. Birds flying over the Harnham Slope would therefore not be an unusual event.

30th March - 1 was seen in flight high and heading west, probably to a feeding area up the R. Nadder.

No breeding, nor would it be expected, at the Harnham Slope.

H
Grey Heron - Ardea cinerea

Grey Herons are resident and often seen just below the Harnham Slope on the water meadows, and with a breeding colony at Britford, it is not surprising for birds to be seen flying over the Harnham Slope.

30th March - 2 were seen in flight together heading west towards the R. Nadder.

26th April - 1 was seen flying high and eastwards towards the R. Avon.

No breeding, nor would it be expected, at the Harnham Slope.

SH
Sparrowhawk - Accipiter nisus

Sparrowhawks are resident and regularly found in urban as well as rural localities, so a hunting bird or a breeding pair at the Harnham Slope would be expected.

12th April;  9th and 24th May;  5th September;  30th October.

On each of these five occasions, one bird was seen engaged in hunting activity through the woodland of the Harnham Slope at various localities. The small stature of the bird on each sighting would indicate that it was a male bird. 

There was no evidence of breeding on the Harnham Slope although the habitat is probably suitable.  

BZ
Common Buzzard - Buteo buteo

The Common Buzzard is resident and is Britain’s commonest bird of prey and increasing. It is not surprising to expect a pair to be located in such suitable habitat as at the Harnham Slope.

26th June – 1 was seen flying eastwards along the top of the Harnham Slope.

5th September – 2, probably a pair, flew out of a large Beech tree along the top of the Harnham Slope.

30th January – 2, probably the same pair as was seen in September, were seen soaring and circling above the top of the Harnham Slope with calling between the birds, which, associated with plunge diving, would thus indicate engagement in pair bonding activity.

28th February – 1 was seen to fly into the large Horse Chestnut tree at the base of the quarry opposite the Community Centre carrying a dead Wood Pigeon.

Although there was no firm evidence of breeding on the Harnham Slope in 2010, the behaviour of the birds in early 2011 would indicate that an attempt to do so in 2011 may have been about to begin.  

BH
Black-headed Gull - Larus ridibundus

A flock of between 50 – 70 birds spend much of the winter months feeding and loafing on the water meadows near the Long Bridge, Salisbury. Varying numbers from this flock fly over the Harnham Slope from time to time.

September to December. The number of birds seen flying over the Harnham Slope varied from visit to visit.

4th October – a flock of 21 birds passing over the Harnham Slope was the highest number seen over the area on any one visit.

No breeding, nor would it be expected, at the Harnham Slope.

LB
Lesser Black-backed Gull - Larus fuscus 

Lesser Black-backed Gulls will forage on arable farmland all the year round, so birds flying over would be expected to be seen over the Harnham Slope at any time as they move around from one feeding area to another.

9th May – 1 first year immature plumaged bird was seen in flight.

5th September – 1 was seen in flight. 

4th October – 2 were seen in flight.

27th November – 1 was seen in flight.

30th January – 1 was seen in flight.

28th February – 17 were seen in flight drifting eastwards.

No breeding, nor would it be expected, at the Harnham Slope.

SD
Stock Dove - Columba oenas

Stock Doves are resident and will nest in holes in trees growing in woodlands as well as in hedgerows, so this species would be expected to be recorded at the Harnham Slope.

13th June to 5th September – 1 was often heard in song from various points but always east of the large quarry opposite the Community Centre.

28th February – 1 was watched in song from a tree to the west of the large quarry opposite the Community Centre.

There was no certain evidence of this species breeding on the Harnham Slope during the survey period,  and the lack of old trees with suitable nest holes may preclude such an event.

WP
Woodpigeon - Columba palumbus   

The Woodpigeon is a vastly common resident bird throughout the area with numbers often increased in winter by the arrival of migratory birds from the continent, and to find this species at the Harnham Slope to be the most numerically common, both visibly and as a breeding species, is not surprising.

This species was seen on every visit during the survey period and was by far the most numerically common species encountered on every visit. Some examples of estimated numbers are given:

26th April – at least 75 estimated seen along the Harnham Slope.

30th October – 11 only were seen along the Harnham Slope; the lowest number recorded during the survey period.

15th and 27th November – flocks of at least 40 birds flying high westwards over the Harnham Slope indicated a winter migratory movement of birds, possibly from the continent.

A general average would seem to indicate that between 40 and 60 birds were present most of the time on the Harnham Slope.

Breeding numbers as indicated by cooing males would suggest that about 14 cooing birds were regularly noted. However, an impressive 26 cooing birds were noted on 22nd July. Twig carrying for nest material was seen on a number of occasions. Although no young birds were noted, breeding clearly occurred. The actual nesting numbers, might realistically be around 20 – 25 pairs.

2001 Report. Up to 11 birds were seen with 6 cooing birds. 

The 2010/11 Report shows a possible doubling of the population at the Harnham Slope over the last ten years. 

CD
Collared Dove - Streptopelia decaocto 

Collared Doves are resident and very common in residential areas and would be expected to be seen along the lower path of the Harnham Slope where there are houses near by.

March to February. Throughout the survey period, 1 bird, and sometimes 2 probably denoting a pair, were seen along the bottom path towards the western extremity of the Harnham Slope.

16th March – 1 was calling at the western end of the lower footpath.

24th May – a pair was seen together at the western end of the lower footpath.

Though not confirmed, it is highly likely that this pair was breeding in the thick woody area of the Harnham Slope adjacent to the housing nearby.

2001 Report. 2 calling birds were recorded along the lower footpath near the houses.

The 2010/11 Report indicates little or no change. 



TO
Tawny Owl - Strix aluco 

Tawny Owls are resident and regular breeding birds in urban and residential areas in trees with available nest holes, and they readily use suitable artificial nest boxes. The Harnham Slope would be an ideal area to further encourage this species to breed.

March to February. Throughout the survey period, no evidence was obtained of the presence of this species at the Harnham Slope.

However, in conversation with residents who are present at the Harnham Slope every day and live close by, hearsay evidence is conclusive that Tawny Owls are heard at the Harnham Slope at night-time. 

Breeding cannot be confirmed though there is no reason why this should not be so. Therefore, for the sake of completeness and for the record, this species is included in this report.

SI
Swift - Apus apus  

This most aerial of all Britain’s birds which is generally only present from May to August and which breeds amongst the older buildings of Salisbury’s streets, would be expected to be commonly seen in flight over the Harnham Slope.

May to July. This summer only species was constantly seen soaring over the Harnham Slope in search of insect food.

9th May – 5 birds soaring high over the Harnham Slope were the first survey record of the year.

11th August – the final record of the year was of 1 seen soaring high over the Harnham Slope.

No breeding, nor would it be expected, at the Harnham Slope.

2001 Report. Swifts were constantly seen hawking for insects over the area.

The 2010/11 Report does not indicate any change.

GS
Great Spotted Woodpecker - Dendrocopos major  

The Great Spotted Woodpecker is resident and often found in and around urban areas where there are sufficient mature or old trees for them to bore out their nest holes.

22nd September – 1 was seen at the eastern end of the Harnham Slope.

15th November – 1 female was seen at the far western end of the top footpath near the top of the chalk pit.

There is no evidence of breeding at the Harnham Slope, and probably the general lack of sufficient old wood suitable for drilling out nest holes deters them from this area.

S
Skylark - Alauda arvensis  

Skylarks are a rapidly decreasing breeding species on the downs around Salisbury, and these sightings are probably migrating birds from further afield.

4th October – 2 calling birds were seen flying over high and north-eastwards.

15TH November – 1 calling bird was seen flying over high and northwards.

30th December – mainly as single birds, at least 10 were seen flying northwards during the observation period.

These sightings are typical winter movements of this species often associated with weather conditions prevailing at the time.

No breeding, nor would it be expected, at the Harnham Slope.

SL
Swallow - Hirundo rustica  

Swallows, the harbinger of Spring, which breed elsewhere in the Salisbury area would be expected to be seen hawking for insects over the Harnham Slope during the summer months. 

April to October. Usually singly, Swallows were often seen hawking for insects over the Harnham Slope.

22nd September – a continuous visible migration of Swallows took place during this day’s morning visit period from about 0940 to about 1030 hrs. A constant stream of birds was flying over the Harnham Slope from the north. A sample count showed an average of 20 birds per minute passing over one particular point, and the migration was proceeding all along the full length of the Harnham Slope. It was estimated that at least 1000 Swallows passed over the Harnham Slope during that time.

4th October – 2 were seen in flight over the Harnham Slope.

No breeding, nor would it be expected, at the Harnham Slope.

HM
House Martin - Delichon urbicum 

House Martins, summer only visitors, breed under the eaves of houses in the Salisbury area and would be expected to be seen hunting for insects over the Harnham Slope.

22nd July – 3 were seen soaring overhead.

11th August – 2 were seen soaring overhead.

24th August – at least 20 were seen at any one moment soaring overhead.

4th October – autumn migration was in action with a group of 10 followed an hour later by another group of 6 migrating southwards over the Harnham Slope.

No breeding, nor would it be expected, at the Harnham Slope.

2001 Report. House Martins were constantly seen hawking for insects over the area.

The 2010/11 Report does not indicate any change.

WR
Wren - Troglodytes troglodytes     

The Wren is a very common resident breeding bird of the area and the third commonest bird species recorded at the Harnham Slope.

March to February. Present throughout the year and recorded singing in every month.

30th March – 20 birds were recorded in song.

26th April – 14 birds were recorded in song.

9th May – 16 birds were recorded in song.

24th May – 18 birds were recorded in song.

11th August – 1 family party was noted.

Breeding was proven at the Harnham Slope. The maximum number of territories is unlikely to be more than 20, and allowing for unmated males that were in song, a more likely estimate of breeding pairs as denoted by singing males on territories would be around 15.

30th December – 2 birds were recorded in song.

30th January – 3 birds were recorded in song.

28th February – 3 birds were recorded in song of 4 birds noted.

The very low numbers recorded in these three months would indicate that the exceptionally cold weather with prolonged daytime frost and snow cover of that time may have drastically reduced their numbers.

2001 Report. 9 to 15 birds were heard in song at the Harnham Slope.

The 2010/11 Report indicates little change. 

D
Dunnock - Prunella modularis  

Dunnocks are plentiful residents in the Salisbury area and thus would be expected to be found at the Harnham Slope.

March to February. This species was recorded every month.

16th March – a pair plus 3 singing males were seen along the lower footpath.

12th April – 1 singing male was seen along the western section of the top footpath.

9th May – 1 singing male was seen along the eastern section of the top footpath.

Recorded song indicated there were 4 singing males along the lower path, and 2 singing males along the top footpath thus indicating 6 territories. No young birds were noted but successful breeding would be expected.

2001 Report. 3 territories were located with 1 fledged juvenile at one of the territories.

The 2010/11 Report would indicate a population increase.

R
Robin - Erithacus rubecula 

Robins are very common residents in the Salisbury area, and was the second commonest

species recorded at the Harnham Slope. 

March to February. This species was recorded every month.

16th March – 23 birds recorded in song.

12th July – 3 family parties recorded.

Breeding was proven at the Harnham Slope. The maximum number of territories is unlikely to be more than 23, and allowing for unmated males that were in song, a more likely estimate of breeding pairs as denoted by singing males on territories would be around 18.

30th December – 10 birds were recorded in song.

30th January – 8 birds were recorded in song.

28th February – 11 birds were recorded in song.

Like the Wrens, Robins are vulnerable to severe cold, but judging by relatively good numbers in song through a very cold period, this may indicate a better ability for Robins to sustain themselves with a more varied diet, and with a greater propensity to visit bird feeders at a time of need than Wrens.

2001 Report. 6 birds heard in song.

The 2010/11 Report probably indicates an increase. 

B
Blackbird - Turdus merula  

Blackbirds are a common resident breeding species with numbers often increased in winter by the arrival of visitors from the continent.

March to February. This species was recorded every month.

24th May – 22 birds were recorded of which 19 were males either seen or in song. This was the maximum number recorded throughout the survey period and might thus represent the maximum number of territory holding males.

Breeding was proven on the Harnham Slope since nesting material was seen being carried and juveniles were watched being fed.

2001 Report. 9 sightings and 3 heard in song.

The 2010/11 Report probably indicates an increase.

ST
Song Thrush -Turdus philomelos  

Much reduced during the last twenty years, the Song Thrush has now become a relatively uncommon resident species both in urban and rural areas. Numbers are sometimes increased by the arrival in winter of visitors from the continent.

16th March – 1 was seen in the eastern section.

26th April – 2 were heard in song; 1 in the eastern section and 1 in the western section.

9th May – possibly 3 were heard in song, but one may have been a mobile bird and thus already recorded.

24th May – 2 were seen; 1 along the lower footpath of the western section; the second along the top footpath and also in the western section.

13th June – 1 was heard in song in the eastern section and another was seen also in the eastern section.

26th June – 1 was seen carrying food in the eastern section.

12th July – 1 was seen along the lower footpath of the eastern section.

Breeding was proven at the Harnham Slope since a food-carrying adult was seen. A maximum of 3 breeding territories may have been in use. Song Thrushes are very secretive, especially outside the breeding season when song ceases.

2001 Report. 1 in song with a fledged immature seen near by.

The 2010/11 Report would indicate no change in status.

RE
Redwing - Turdus iliacus

A mobile and rather secretive winter visitor, Redwings are, nonetheless, common in woodland and meadows during the winter months.

30th January – at least 15 were seen foraging in ivy covered trees and amongst the leaf litter in the western section.

Redwings are non-breeding winter visitors only.

BC
Blackcap - Sylvia atricapilla    

The Blackcap is a common breeding summer visitor to semi-urban and rural areas and would be expected to be found as a breeding species at the Harnham Slope. Blackcaps of central European origin regularly spend the winter in urban gardens and wooded areas.

March to September. This species was recorded in each of these months.

24th May – 8 singing males were the maximum number recorded in song thus representing the probable maximum number of possible breeding territories.

From June, young birds were seen thus proving breeding of this species at the Harnham Slope.

2001 Report. 6 heard in song.

The 2010/11 Report would indicate little change.

CC
Chiffchaff - Phylloscopus collybita   

Chiffchaffs are a common sight and sound of semi-urban and rural areas during spring and summer, and breeding at the Harnham Slope was predictable.

 March to October. This species was recorded in each of these months.

24th May – an adult was seen feeding a fledged juvenile.

Breeding was proven at the Harnham Slope, and there were estimated to be 3 – 5 occupied territories.

2001 Report. 4 heard in song. 

The 2010/11 Report indicates no change in numbers.

GC
Goldcrest - Regulus regulus  

The Goldcrest is a commonly found resident in urban and rural woodland areas especially where coniferous trees or hedgerows are present.

9th May – a pair was persistently coming and going at a particular spot of an ivy clad tree near the lower footpath of the eastern section.

24th May – a singing male was repeatedly seen at the same spot of the same ivy clad tree.

26th June – an adult was seen repeatedly carrying food into the same ivy clad tree.

12th July – the family party was seen foraging in the tree canopy near the nest site.

Breeding was thus proven by 1 pair at the Harnham Slope.

Thereafter, roaming birds were seen at varying places at the Harnham Slope.

15th November – 4 seen in company with a mixed tit flock were the maximum seen during this period.

2001 Report. 1 heard in song along the top footpath.

The 2010/11 Report does not indicate any significant change in status.

FC
Firecrest - Regulus ignicapilla  

The Firecrest is a scarce winter migrant. However, about 25 – 30 pairs breed in scattered parts of Wiltshire with the nearest at Longleat, Bentley Wood and parts of the New Forest.

27th November – 1 was seen at very close range along the lower footpath in the western section, and which soon disappeared amongst the Sycamore trees of the Harnham Slope.

From a rarity standpoint, the sighting of this bird had to be the highlight of the whole survey year.

No breeding, and it would be highly unlikely, to be expected to do so at the Harnham Slope.

LT
Long-tailed Tit - Aegithalos caudatus 

This species is a well known and resident species often seen roaming around urban gardens and wooded areas. It would be expected to be seen at the Harnham Slope.

March to February. Long-tailed Tits were recorded during each month of the survey year.

26th April – 3 pairs were seen together at various parts of the Harnham Slope.

9th May – a pair was seen with an impossible-to-count number of fledged juveniles along the top footpath at the western end.      

22nd July – 2 family parties were noted; 1 at the eastern end and the other at the western end of the Harnham Slope.

15th November – al least 37 were counted in three separate flocks at the Harnham Slope.

There were probably 3 breeding pairs and breeding was proven for the Harnham Slope, and typically large numbers were seen as they roamed around the area in winter.

2001 Report. 2 family parties located.

The 2010/11 Report shows breeding pairs to be much the same.

Coal Tit - Periparus ater 

This species is a common resident bird of wooded areas in semi-urban and rural areas especially where there are coniferous trees.

March to February. Up to a maximum of 4 birds were recorded.

16th March – 2 together may have indicated a pair in the eastern section.

22nd September – 1 bird was located in each of four separate roaming mixed species tit flocks.

1, perhaps 2, pairs held territory at the Harnham Slope. Breeding was not proven.

2001 Report. Calling birds indicated 3 separate territories, and one family party located during the July visit.

The 2010/11 Report would indicate that there may have been a reduction in the number of breeding Coal Tits at the Harnham Slope.

BT
Blue Tit - Cyanistes caeruleus   

The Blue Tit is a common resident bird of urban gardens and rural areas.

March to February. This species was recoded during every month.

30th March – of 11 birds seen, it appeared that at least 3 pairs existed.

24th May – nest box number 24 occupied and an adult was seen to emerge carrying a faecal sac. 

13th June – unfledged juveniles were heard calling from nest box number 6.

26th June – 4 separate fledged family parties were recorded.

27th November – about 23 were seen in roaming mixed-species tit flocks.

Two nest boxes were occupied and at lest 4 pairs satisfactorily fledged young thus proving breeding at the Harnham Slope. There were probably up to about 6 potential breeding territories.

2001 Report. 2 territories indicated by calling birds.

The 2010/11 Report shows that there has probably been an increase in numbers.

GT
Great Tit - Parus major  

The Great Tit is a common resident bird of urban gardens and rural areas.

March to February. This species was recorded during every month.

16th March – of 16 birds recorded, there appeared to be at least 4 pairs.

9th May – 1 adult male was seen carrying food.

13th June – 3 separate fledged family parties were recorded.

4th October – 22 were seen in roaming mixed-species tit flocks.

With 3 family parties noted, breeding is proven at the Harnham Slope. There were probably up to a maximum of 8 potential breeding territories.

2001 Report. 2 pairs located.

The 2010/11 Report would indicate that there has been a significant increase in numbers at the Harnham Slope over the past ten years.

TC
Treecreeper - Certhia familiaris 

Treecreepers are a quiet, secretive and thus easily overlooked but fairly common resident species in mature wooded areas in semi-urban and rural areas.

12th April – 1 was in song just east of the large quarry opposite the Community Centre.

12th July – 2 were seen feeding together near the top footpath just east of the large quarry opposite the Community Centre.

22nd September – 1 was seen amongst a mixed-species tit flock in the eastern section.

15th November – 1 was seen in a mixed-species tit flock at the western end of the top footpath.

30th December – 1 was seen in a mixed-species tit flock in the eastern section.

Though breeding at the Harnham Slope was not proven, there was probably 1 potential breeding territory.

MG
Magpie - Pica pica   

Magpies are common residents seen in all habitats in and around Salisbury.

March to February. Magpies were seen during each month.

16th March – 5 birds were seen along the Harnham Slope including 1 pair seen at a nest in the eastern section.

13th June – 1 adult and at least 2 fledged juveniles were seen along the lower footpath of the eastern section.

12th July – apparently 2 family parties were seen in the tree canopy in the eastern section.

28th February – 6 birds were collectively mobbing a Common Buzzard present in the large Horse Chestnut tree at the base of the large quarry opposite the Community Centre.

Breeding was proven at the Harnham Slope and probably involved 2, perhaps 3, pairs.

2001 Report. June visit; 1 family party located. July visit; 4 family parties located some of which may have been incoming birds from the surrounding area seeking food and/or cover.

The 2010/11 Report does not suggest there has been any significant change in status.

JD
Jackdaw - Corvus monedula 

This is a common resident and breeding species throughout the Salisbury area.

March to February. Jackdaws were seen in varying numbers through the year as they flew in various directions over the Harham Slope and usually in small groups of up to 7 birds. 

27th November – a noisy flock of 38 birds that flew over the western section appeared to be an exception to the more usual smaller numbers. This flock may have been disturbed from a feeding field close by and thus flew over the area en masse.

Probably due to the lack of suitable nest holes in older mature trees, Jackdaws do not presently breed at the Harnham Slope.

2001 Report. At least 1 family party was seen in a mature Beech tree along the top footpath.

The 2010/11 Report showed that the Jackdaw does not presently breed at the Harnham Slope. However, it could be possible that the fledged birds seen in 2001 may have flown in from another area close by.

RO
Rook - Corvus frugilegus 

Rooks are common and resident colonial breeding birds in the Salisbury area.

Rooks were seen most months of the survey year as birds in flight overhead, but usually not more than 4 at a time.

30th March – 1 was seen in flight eastwards carrying nesting material.

30th December – 60 were seen in flight southwards heading towards their roost site.

Rooks do not presently breed at the Harnham Slope.

C
Carrion Crow - Corvus corone 

Usually going around singly or in pairs, Carrion Crows are widespread residents throughout the Salisbury area.

March to February. 1 or 2 birds were seen most months of the survey year.

26th April – 1 was seen furtively foraging amongst the dense ivy of a tree as if nest hunting for the eggs or young birds of other species to prey upon.

28th February – 2, probably a pair, were mobbing the Common Buzzard in the large Horse Chestnut tree at the base of the large quarry opposite the Community Centre.

Although there was no evidence of breeding at the Harnham Slope, a pair certainly used the area as part of their territory and breeding is likely to occur at some time.

CH
Chaffinch - Fringilla coelebs 

This is a common resident and breeding bird in gardens and the surrounds of the Salisbury area.

30th March – 10 birds were seen; 4 males and 4 females plus 2 others of unknown sex. 

26th April – 4 singing males were recorded.

12th July – adults were feeding 2 separate fledged family parties in the eastern section.

Breeding of Chaffinches was proven at the Harnham Slope, and breeding territories probably ranged between 2 and 4 or 5.

2001 Report. 1 bird heard in song near the chalk pit entrance. Despite the lateness of really meaningful survey work, it would have been expected that there would have been higher numbers of this species recorded if not by song, then by sight records or contact calls.

The 2010/11 Report, though showing more than the mere one record of a singing bird in 2001, still shows fairly low numbers in this location which is of perceived suitable habitat for this species to sustain rather higher breeding numbers.  

GR
Greenfinch - Carduelis chloris 

Greenfinches are common breeding resident birds in trees and thick hedgerows in urban and rural areas of Salisbury. 

March to February. Odd single birds were seen at the Harnham Slope through the year either as birds flying over or as calling birds from the tree tops. They were not seen every month, and those that were seen, were predominantly along the lower footpath in the western section.

24th May – an adult with a fledged juvenile was seen in the western section. This young bird was unlikely to have been from a nest at the Harnham Slope.

Breeding at the Harnham Slope was not proven, nor was there any hard evidence that any territory was held there.

2001 Report. 1 heard calling in flight over the eastern section.

The 2010/11 Report shows no substantial change at the Harnham Slope.

GO
Goldfinch - Carduelis carduelis 

This is a fairly common breeding bird in bushes and hedgerows generally away from the urban areas although they do readily visit urban feeders. Many Goldfinches will migrate to Southern Europe to over-winter there.

March to October. Only single records, except for one instance of 2 birds, were recorded during any one survey visit, and these were at the western section of the Harnham Slope.

26th April – 2 were seen in the hedgerow adjacent to the lower footpath in the western section. 

9th May – 1 present in song from a tree top in the western section.

There is no evidence that breeding took place at the Harnham Slope though the habitat is suitable in places. 

BF
Bullfinch - Pyrrhula pyrrhula 

Bullfinches are notoriously secretive. However, it is regularly found as a breeding resident in the thickest of hedgerows in rural areas.

March to September. 1, and sometimes the second, of a pair were seen usually at the western end of the Harnham Slope where there are dense Blackthorn areas.

13th June – continuous calling from deep within a thick Blackthorn area indicated the presence of fledged juvenile birds.

The evidence showed 1 pair to be present at the survey area and holding territory. Though no juvenile birds were seen, the evidence does indicate that breeding did take place at the Harnham Slope.

2001 Report. An immature bird heard calling from the dense bushes near the lower footpath near the Chalk Pit.

The 2010/11 Report shows this species still to be hanging on with a single pair.

A summary of breeding species, potential breeding species as defined by territory holding males and non breeding species that were recorded through the survey period 

Breeding species – 15

Woodpigeon



Chiffchaff



Bullfinch

Wren




Goldcrest



Dunnock



Long-tailed Tit




Robin




Blue Tit



Blackbird



Great Tit



Song Thrush



Magpie

Blackcap



Chaffinch

Breeding of species not proven, but territory being held by singing males – 6

Common Buzzard



Stock Dove

Collared Dove

Tawny Owl

Coal Tit

Treecreeper

Non breeding species – 19

Mallard



Swift




Jackdaw


Pheasant



Great Spotted Woodpecker
Rook

Cormorant



Skylark



Carrion Crow

Grey Heron



Swallow



Greenfinch

Sparrowhawk


House Martin



Goldfinch

Black-headed Gull


Redwing

Lesser Black-backed Gull

Firecrest

Total number of species recorded – 40



